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EDITORIAL 
Articles on Albania appear rarely. This is even more the case with 
scholarly articles on the religious situation in Albania. Therefore it 
is a privilege to have two main articles on Albania and two statements 
by church groups within a short period of time. In Vol. 3, we published 
an ar tic le by Peter Prifti, an Albanian Orthodox, and a statement 
prepared for a World Council of Churches Conference. In this issue we 
are reproducing an official statement which was adopted by the Governing 
Board of the National Council of Churches of Christ, U. S. A. on May 12, 
1983, regarding religious persecutions in Albania. The document 
originated in the European Committee of the Division of Overseas 
Ministries. Four CAREE members participated in the Committee's deliber­
ation. The statement was in preparation for several months and is the 
result of careful study and evaluation. To our knowledge this is the 
first N. C. C. statement in regard to the religious situation on Albania . 
Hopefully it will have a beneficial impact to ease the religious 
persecutions in Albania. 
Gjon Sinishta, a 
Albania is the writer 
religious situation in 
Roman Catholic and a former seminarian from 
of the longer article. He describes the dire 
that country providing much needed data and 
interpretations of events on this relatively little known subject. 
1983 is a jubilee year- -the SOOth anniversary of the birth of 
Martin Luther. An American 
(writing under a pseudonym) 
professor who wishes to remain anonymous 
in order not to threaten good contacts in 
East Germany, describes the changing East German Marxist evaluation of 
the famous reformer. An analysis is provided to account for the shift in 
treatment from a deprecating evaluation of Luther as a traitor of the 
masses to an appreciative appropriation of him as a progressive son of 
the German people. The author spells out some of the implications which 
this change in Marxist attitude toward Luther has on church-state 
relations in East Germany and for the Christian-Marxist dialogue, tying 
this transformation to the changing attitude of the East German Marxists 
leadership toward German unification. 
It is obvious that the religious policies of the socialist states, 
as noted by many of our past contributors, varies enormously not only 
from country to country, as it is evident in this issue from the 
examples of Albania and East Germany, but also varies from time to time 
within the same state, as is evident from the changing attitude toward 
Luther in East Germany . Those who perceive Eastern European religious 
policies as static and uniform are bound to misunderstand the situation, 
no matter how well intentioned they may be. They will tend to aggravate 
the situation by their faulty analysis which leads to erroneous 
advocacies . It is for this reason that members of C. A. R. E. E. have 
endeavored to present careful, detailed studies by informed observers 
and scholars. Only armed with accurate information are we able to 
effectively promote the free exercise of religion in Eastern Europe. 
Paul Mojzes 
Editor 
